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Cialis may be right for these guys... 
Sylvie Hill, Ottawa Xpress
 

	
	


The Bible All-Stars can go all night long

"I challenge you to find a drummer who will go like that for an entire show," says lead singer/guitarist Morgan Friend. He's boasting of his bandmate's (Tim Connolly) fiery and fervent drum frenzy for Ottawa's high-octane, alt-country/punk band The Bible All-Stars. 

Including bassist Joel Carlson and guitarist Greg Langille, each member of the foursome is pushing 40 and yet still givin' 'er like 15-year-old boys jamming Too Drunk to Fuck in their parents' basement. Like proper fucking, performing live music is all about endurance, and the boys tell XPress it gets better with age. 
"It's like the cop movie, Colors," Friend explains. "There are two bulls standing on top of a mountain. The younger [Sean Penn] says to the older one [Robert Duvall]: 'Hey Pop, let's say we run down there and fuck one of them cows.' The older bull says: 'No son. Let's walk down and fuck 'em all.'" 

It's no ancient Chinese secret that it's all about pacing yourself if you want to last the night, and when it comes to pumping out their big, long aural assault, The Bible All-Stars seem to be always on their game. 

"You got to know when to go full-on," says Carlson about playing live. "If you're going to do 20 songs, you're going to get tired, and anyone who tells you otherwise is full of shit." 

They've been around the block a few times (Jimmy George, Whirly Gigs, SuperManchu, the Patsies and more) and know how to make the moment last. They're seasoned musical veterans who can intuit each other's next 

	


love and energy levels in a single look. 

While their debut self-titled album (which gets launched this week) sounds country, with roots in Celtic, punk and some metal, these guys deliver straight-up psychobilly. 

"I might make my father happy 'cause I'm in a country band, but it's a country-flavoured punk band," insists Friend, who pens ditties about debauchery, degeneracy and the devil in songs like Back to the Bottle Again, Wasted and The Last Time Again, the latter being about repeat one-night stands. 

Yes, The Bible All-Stars have absorbed plenty of misery and gin, and soaked up enough Johnny Cash and Hank Williams to make music about a fucked-up alcoholic pretty endearing - and enduring. 

The Bible All-Stars
w/ Lucky Ron, Lefty and 90 Pounds Of Ugly
Saturday, September 8 
Dominion Tavern 

Songs from the Good Book

Fateema Sayani, Citizen Special

Published: Thursday, September 06, 2007

Most shows have a parent gallery -- the grey line by the bar where a proud pack watches its offspring perform. At the Bible All-Stars debut show June 16 at Irene's, lead singer/guitarist Morgan Friend (ex Pale Descendants) paid tribute to his 'rents with a little ditty he wrote for their 42nd anniversary. It began like this: "Jesus told me that today was your anniversary in a dream that I had about sex."

Talk about bad imagery, not to mention all the loaded, Freudian questions buried in just the intro. In fact, most of the 13 songs on the four-piece band's self-titled debut are dizzy manifestations of religious guilt and rebellion put to cow-punk.

Friend, Greg Langille (guitar), Joel Carlson (bass, mandolin, ex of Whirleygigs and Jimmy George), and Tim Connolly (drums) have known one another for 20 years. The band began in January, committing everything to disc quickly.

"Morgan walked in with a dozen songs," Langille says. "Everyone's been in bands before, so they're quick learners. It was fast to get a foundation going."

From there, they worked through Jesus jokes and derivative spaghetti western sounds, coming through with hurting, purging and drinking tales. There's a lot of talk about the Lord, the devil, and there's even a Jerry Lee reference, for good measure.

Taking a page from music theory, they practise through composing; the artsy jargon for parts that don't repeat. There's no verse-chorus-verse formula here.

"It's country with a punk ethic and three-part harmonies running through it," Langille says. "There are a lot of influences going, but they're all settling on a country vibe."

Lapsed Catholic Friend finds Johnny Cash's dichotomous drug-abusing, God-fearing persona a continued inspiration. No surprise, then, to hear a gritty guilt coursing through the Bible All-Stars album, to say nothing of referencing your parents and sex in the same verse.

As for the dedication song: It went over well, and the band's fans even cued up to wish Mr. and Mrs. Friend a happy anniversary. The Bible All-Stars CD release party takes place Saturday at the Dominion Tavern, 33 York St., with Lucky Ron and Ninety Pounds of Ugly (Lefty McRighty's side project). 9 p.m., $7.

Companion Gigs

For more sacrilegious-humour tunes, check out lounge-core heathens My Tiny Circus. They play distasteful songs about sinning, with cheeky bounce. See them Saturday at the Avant-Garde Bar, 1351/2 Besserer St., 9 p.m., $5. Go early. They often hit their capacity well before show time.

Meanwhile, the liquor-and-sorrow country-grizzle rock continues with Steve Stacey & the Stump Splitters. The five-piece just released its second disc, Tall Tales, Fibs & Outright Lies. See the band at Zaphod Beeblebrox, 27 York St., tomorrow with Lucky Ron and Steve Fai. 8 p.m., $8. Look for the band playing Lefty McRighty's first O-Town Hoedown Oct. 5 and 6. Details at otownhoedown.com.

Glory in cello

Richard todd, The Ottawa Citizen

Published: Saturday, November 01, 2008

ROCK AND POP

Down There Rating 3

The Bible All-Stars (Independent)

Anguish and guilt have been the wellspring for many albums, and this one's no exception, save that the Ottawa cow-punks aren't precious about their missteps. They don't find symbolism in every drop of rain or throwaway line. Rather, the four firebrands -- led by lapsed, liquor-loving songwriter Morgan Friend -- deal with love, loss, boozing and repentance with forthright twang hilarity. (The unsentimental Let's Get Drunk and

F--k is particularly to the point). If you were around for the band's 2007 self-titled debut, you won't find much new beyond the retooling of Dolly Parton's Jolene. The EP blows by as breezily as Friend's delivery on I Still Hear the Music, packing eight songs into 18 minutes. The Bible All-Stars put on one of the city's better shows and while hearing the recording conjures up the good times, it's just a complement to the live fire. As with their debut, the band offers their songs online at www.thebibleallstars.com.

The Bible All-Stars release party takes place tonight at the Dominion Tavern.

This Bible All-Star a green preacher

Fateema Sayani, Citizen Special

Published: Thursday, October 30, 2008

With their second release, Down There, the Bible All-Stars get positively preachy.

It's not the tunes: the Ottawa cow-punks stay "religulous" here, throwing the good book at all that's sacred while revelling in lovin', hurtin' and booze-ups.

For these four firebrands, God is in the details. That's why frontman Morgan Friend, Greg Langille (guitar), Joel Carlson (bass), and Tim Connolly (drums) decided to show their saintly side and make this album as green as possible.

Here's the deal: if you want the new songs, buy a shirt. With it, you'll receive a download code written on a piece of paper suffused with wildflower seeds that can be planted. There's no physical CD.

Morgan Friend is a bit of a wildflower himself, fronting the band with a nod to Johnny Cash and other famous sinners who straddled a life of booze and drugs and made it square with their God-fearing beliefs. He symbolizes the complexities with a last name that is synonymous with Jesus appeals and by being born on Halloween.

We meet one afternoon at the Dominion Tavern. Friend is sitting upright -- a pint in one hand and a three-ring binder in the other. It's full of articles with titles like "How the Physical Distribution of Digital Goods Impacts the Environment." No one yawns openly.

It sounds like a bit of a snoozer, but bend his ear, and you'll get piles of interesting information such as this troubling tidbit: every month 100,000 pounds of CDs go to landfills. Also, CDs are composed of layers of material mixed together and are nearly impossible to recycle. In fact, most recycling programs won't accept them. "Is this okay?" Friend asks.

Hardly -- and while bands are making efforts with recycled-paper CD sleeves, distributing music on flash drives and through download codes, Friend hopes this will be the norm and not the exception. Call it the all-star way.

The Bible All-Stars CD release party takes place Saturday at the Dominion Tavern, 33 York St., with Little Foot Long Foot. 9:30 p.m., $8.

	The Bible All-Stars make fun of Easter 


	

	by Katherine Dunn, The Charlatan  



	The song starts slow, but after a loaded pause, breaks into a manic jig, blending alt-country, punk, and what the band calls “psychobilly” into a hyped up brand of boozy bluegrass, with a liberal dose of religious irony thrown in for good measure. Sound bizarre?

Welcome to the world of the Bible All-Stars.

The band, made up of singer-guitarist Morgan Friend, bassist Joel Carlson, drummer Tim Connolly and guitarist Greg Langille, formed barely a year ago and have been delighting Ottawa audiences ever since.

They’re not new to the Ottawa scene, however.

Three out of four are natives of the city and they’ve been sharing the stage with each other and a procession of bands for years, in what they jokingly refer to as “the incestuous Ottawa scene.”

This is their first foray into alt-country, with their previous efforts focusing on punk, metal, and pop.

“Basically alt-everything else,” Connolly explained.

With this genre-bending background, they attracted a diverse crowd for their Easter Sunday show at the Mercury Lounge, with a potent mixture of rockabilly kids, mums and dads, and the beer-toting everyone else in attendance.

There were no small children at the show, but Langille said it wouldn’t be out of character.

“My kids like it,” Langille shrugged.

Such a mix might not be expected considering the shtick the Bible All-Stars are built around — a raucous marriage of deep fried, bible-kicking blues with drugs, booze and social commentary.

The band said it took its inspiration from such greats as Johnny Cash, Hank Williams and the Louvin Brothers, whose righteous debauchery gave rise to the pounding rhythms and religious references the band makes its trademark.

These bands weren’t being ironic, but the Bible All-Stars keep it fresh.

“They think they’re Christian bands, but they’ve got it all wrong,” said Friend.

He references the All-Stars’  mockery of that attitude in songs like “Jesus, Don’t Let Me Down”, in which they croon, “Jesus, sweet Jesus/don’t let me down/or I’ll get high again.”

“There’s a lot of humor in religion,” added Carlson. “The hypocrisy is stunning.”

They said they feel like their music can operate as a bit of a social commentary on the far right Christian sect.

Ironically, a bout of recent controversy didn’t centre on their religious sentiment at all.

A “soccer anthem” recorded on a whim for some Liberal friends made the rounds in the blogging world, culminating in a column in The Hill Times.

The band said it has been amused by all the press.

“We’re not even Liberals,” said Friend. “We’re actually more to the left.”

Their primary subject for mockery, however, remains religion, with drinks and spirited blasphemy in abundance as the band took to the stage at their holiday show.

As an Easter twist, “The Passion of the Christ” was projected behind them for the duration of the set.

In accordance with their melodic tributes to intoxication, the band encouraged everyone to drink more, dance more, and even handed out hymnal booklets printed with lyrics so the crowd could sing more too.

While the audience clearly enjoyed itself, the band acknowledged that people often get offended by its unapologetic skewering of the Christian faith.

The group received a particularly notable e-mail by a would-be fan saying they were disappointed by the band’s attitude.

“They were going to pray for us, though, so that was okay” said Friend with a wicked smile.

“We need all the help we can get!” 

	Bible All-Stars not so saintly 


	Ottawa music scene veterans unite to form energetic psychobilly punk band and release debut album

	by Laura Kell , The Charlatan
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These guys are proud of their punkish country sound and style, and enjoy looking the part. These beer-swillers really just like to have a good 'ole drunken time. (Photo provided)

“Can you imagine being in the audience the day my liver explodes?” exclaimed Morgan Friend, lead singer and one of two guitarists from Ottawa’s very own cow-punk meets psychobilly band, The Bible All-Stars.

Friend’s electric personality and “I’ll never grow up” attitude reflects the band’s vibrant, fast-playing style of music.

“We’re punk with country music running through it. We’ve been called cow-punk, psychobilly, alt-country rockers. What it boils down to is that we play on the punk side of things [...] with high energy.”

The Bible All-Stars are set to play their next big show during the O-Town Hoedown 2007 at Irene’s Pub, Oct. 6.

The group also includes three other talented and accomplished musicians: Greg Langille on guitar, Tim Connolly on drums and Joel Carlson, who not only secures the rhythm on an acoustic bass, but plays the mandolin too.

The band’s members, who have known each other for 20 years and had previously played in other bands (George, Whirly Gigs, SuperManchu, the Patsies), came together this past January.

The songs were written over a six-month period of time and a self-titled album was quickly put together.

“We recorded right away,” said Friend. Their debut self-entitled album, The Bible All-Stars, was released early September.   

The band draws inspiration from the likes of rock and country lords Johnny Cash and Hank Williams, yet approaches playing its music in a true, fiery punk method.

The group’s songs combine references to Jesus and cocaine, as well as the devil and good old-fashioned liquid courage (“Jesus, Don’t Let Me Down”, “Back to The Bottle Again”).

“The Ghost of Jerry Lee” alludes to the scandalous relationship between the popular 1950s musician and his 13-year old cousin. All songs are mosh-pit friendly.

Friend, who has been playing the Canadian indie music scene for more than two decades, said the energy of the crowds hasn’t changed much except for one factor: technology.

“It’s made it easier for us to get ourselves and our music out there, to access our fans,” he said.

Not that The Bible All-Stars need help conveying their message across to audiences, though.

“Anybody can relate to my boyfriend/girlfriend/lover left me [...] drinking, etcetera,” said Friend.  “It’s all very basic, very human.”

The band sounded pretty level-headed about living musicians’ lives — travelling around the world and interacting with fans.

“There are no egos to deal with, we’re all friends. The idea is to make sure everyone has fun,” Friend said of the band’s modest mentality of working and 
performing together.

“I mean, I get to play music and hang out with my friends, and make new friends while doing it.”

It’s clear The Bible All-Stars are out there for the love of music, not the glory.

“If I got paid any more for doing this, I’d probably just go out and get more liquor, and that wouldn’t be very good for me. My body would hate me, it would start to shut down. My liver would explode with all that excessive alcohol,” said Friend.

“Can you imagine how cool that would be if it happened on stage? Can you imagine being in the audience the day my liver explodes?”
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Praise be to alt-country rockers, The Bible All-Stars
The Ottawa XPress │ September 6, 2007
The Bible All-Stars can go all night long
“I challenge you to find a drummer who will go like that for an entire show,” says lead singer/guitarist Morgan Friend. He’s boasting of his bandmate’s (Tim Connolly) fiery and fervent drum frenzy for Ottawa’s high-octane, alt-country/punk band The Bible All-Stars. 

Ottawa’s alt-country rockers Bible All-Stars are the next big thing for Capital City, rocking raucous about booze, bars and bygone babes in biblical proportions. 

God love a band who can turn misery and gin into a viable recreation. 

Much loved by country fans of old-school Hank Williams and Merle Haggard, to Supersuckers and psychobilly, these seasoned locals (Greg, Joel, Tim and Morgan) give ‘er when you need ‘er and are sure to have rockers, punks and hillbillys congregating en masse, hankering for this hometown honky tonk.

UPCOMING SHOWS:
September 8: Dominion Tavern CD LAUNCH with Lucky Ron and Lefty
October 6: Irene’s with Lefty McRighty/Crowded Skies 
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